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Thoughts of mild weather beckons So when a severe winter storm hit
tourists to Southern California each Orange County in mid-December many

Sp rine Fair year. Visitors and residents alike people were quite surprised by the
i enjoy an average low temperature of intensity of the storms’ rainfall. This
Art Festival 50° and an average high temperature in  “Pineapple Express” storm was the
the middle 70s. This comfortable range result of an unusually high level of
of temperature is caused by our coastal atmospheric moisture coming from
location. The temperature of the local ~ around the Hawaiian Islands.
ocean water varies little. Wind across From December 19th to the 23rd,
the water picks up moisture and cools  nearly 22 inches of rain fell on Santiago
inland airflows. This marine moisture =~ Peak, Orange County’s highest point.
Earth Week provides relatively high humidity so The storm caused landslides in the burn

Celebration air temperature in the region remains areas, bringing tons of debris and mud
moderate year around. This explains down into the canyons. Creeks swelled
why our native habitats are not deserts  and overflowed their banks, causing
even though we get a desert-like enough damage to prompt the Governor

amount of rainfall, about 12”, per year. to declare a State of Emergency.
continued on page two
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Operated by

Cal State Fullerton
College of Natural Volunteers and staff work

Sciences and Mathematics _ to remove debris left behind
by the December flood.
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Sunday, December 19", saw steady rain that caused
water levels to rise in the creek, enough so that Monday
the Modjeska Canyon Fire Department suggested we
evacuate the facility. By Tuesday night all canyon roads
were closed due to damage from mud and debris. Staff
members were allowed back in on Wednesday to prepare
for even more rain on Thursday.

The aftermath of the storm kept Tucker staff from
returning to work until Friday. During severe storms,
creek flows often overbank, turning Modjeska Canyon
Road into a second riverbed. Orange County Public
Works staff worked diligently to clear a path through the
debris and mud piled high in the streets. Staff and a few
hardy volunteers were finally able to wind their way to the
back of the canyon and clean up efforts began in earnest.

With a wedding scheduled in just three short weeks,
we had to set a mighty pace for shoveling tons of mud and
debris from the grounds. The work also included stacking
nearly 1,000 sandbags, removing downed trees, rebuilding
trails, draining the ponds, and washing nearly everything
in sight! We were fortunate to have several volunteers
offer their help over the next two weeks. Chip, Colin,
Bruce, Anna-Marie, Clarice, Don, Christine, Mike, and
Danelle worked many long hard hours along side Tucker’s
staff. Substantial donations from both Anacal Engineering
and Don Walton lifted everyone's spirit as the work went
on. And Don W. also kept us well supplied with donuts!

All in all, despite the hard work, Tucker fared very
well. The facility suffered only minor structural damage to
the bridge railing. The grounds were dug out from under
the mud; the benches, fences and buildings were cleaned
up and we were back open to the public in just three
weeks. The wedding party was thrilled with the results of
all the hard work. Some of the guests said the Sanctuary
never looked better. The wedding day was a great success.
Tucker staff is extremely grateful to the volunteers who
helped us recover from the December 2010 flood.
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AModj eska Canybn Road
entrance buried under mud.

z The trails became rivers of mud! Some
washed away completely.

A Volunteers help with the clean-up
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Tucker Wildlife Sanctuary’s

Sp pring Fair ond
Art Festival

April 9 ¥ 10, 20l

9 O —4 PM Featuring
wester~ Artist

Live Music ¥ BBQ * DQV\ Hare

Craf+ ornid Ar+ Demnonstrations

Kid's Activities xliive Animals

Native Americon Program 0.00-3.00
Guided Noture Hikes 3.00 pm
Beginning. Binding 9 204
BEnjoy the Somctuory ond meet ;
artists as they display ¥ sell their work! - /) -

Admission $32.00

Children under 12
ovre freel



Expanding Our Knowledge

In November, our Site Manager Marcella Gilchrist
and staff member Mark Mendez attended the
National Association for Interpretation (NAI)
National Workshop held in Las Vegas, Nevada.
NALI is a professional association for those involved
in the interpretation of natural and cultural heritage
resources in nature centers, museums, historical
sites, zoos, etc. The workshop provided a great
opportunity for training and sharing ideas among
fellow interpreters. More than 100 classes and a
dozen field trips were offered during the six day
workshop. Marcella and Mark focused on classes
addressing the development and implementation of
hike-based programs, volunteer programs, and
graphic design. They returned from the workshop
tired but excited to share what they had learned
from their fellow interpreters. The ideas they
brought back will be a valuable resource as we
move toward developing new programs.

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR
I ¢ d INTERPRETATION
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SAFETY CORNER

Poison Oak is a common native
plant and is found as a ground
cover, as a shrub, or as a vine.
Most people are allergic to the
plant and will develop a rash R
within a few hours or days if they come into contact
with any part of this plant. The rash and associated
itching will usually last for about 10 days. If you are
exposed to poison oak, the best way to prevent skin
irritation is to pour a mild solvent such as rubbing
alcohol over the exposed skin followed by lots of
cold water (warm water enhances penetration of the
oil) within a few minutes of exposure. If rubbing
alcohol is not available, just wash with lots of cold
water. You need to wash within 5 minutes of
exposure to prevent a rash. Poison oak toxin is an
oil, so it does not dissolve in water, but using lots of
water will dilute the oil. Using a small amount of
water with or without soap, or disposable hand wipes
is more likely to spread the toxin than remove it.
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Love Is In The Air!

Scouts, staff, volunteers; all have worked for three years to complete
a habitat restoration plan donated by Clark & Green Associates. The work
to remove non-native vegetation, plant native vegetation, create new
trails, and enhance wildlife viewing areas has not gone unnoticed. Our
neighbors, visitors, and some brides-to-be have noticed how great the

Sanctuary looks after all of the improvements.

So, for the first time in many years, Tucker is hosting weddings. Our
70 seat amphitheater, equipped with a retractable shade/rain cover is a
perfect setting for couples wanting an intimate outdoor ceremony. During
the winter and spring, Santiago Creek babbles in the background. Leaves
rustle in the breeze. Grey squirrels leap from tree to tree while quail and
woodpeckers chatter. Our recent brides and grooms all enjoyed their
wedding day at Tucker. Of course, the guests threw bird seed instead of

the traditional rice!




Always Ready!
Modjeska Canyon Volunteer
Fire Chief Bruce Newell, gave
us a helping hand during
December’s cleanup efforts.
Bruce, right, aided staff in
removing debris that could
cause future flooding. The long
hours of cutting and hauling
were greatly appreciated.
Thank you, Bruce!

Community Support

Nature’s Image, a habitat restoration firm, recently
had an Open House at their new facility in Lake
Forest. Thanks to NI’s team member Kris, we
were chosen to be the beneficiary of the days’
event. Nearly $500 was raised for Tucker!

To The Rescue

Once again, supporter Anacal Engineering was
here to aid us during a disaster. Over 900 filled
sandbags were donated
to help prepare for any
future flooding. And a
special thanks goes out
~ to the folks from CSUF
Physical Plant who also
filled sandbags for us.

More Scout Projects
This quarters’ much anticipated
Scout projects herald a glimpse
of things to come at Tucker.
Avneesh P. completed his
Eagle/Hornaday project by
removing non-native plants and
replacing them with native
plants in one of the last areas -
needing to be restored along our Oakwood Trall.
Avneesh also completed a set of signs for our
native plant interpretive display. When it is
completed, the new display will be the first in a
series of outdoor displays designed to teach
visitors about the habitats, native plants, animals
and birds found at Tucker.
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Minh N. completed her Girl Scout
Tucker W! . .
e

- priat Guide  Gold Award by creating a trail
the HaPI2Y oyide along with numbered post,

9, Thiscovery .

c Tﬂ“‘s? . to all three of Tucker’s trails. The
.\ A . guide to the newly named, Habitat
A Discovery Trails, will give our
[

. visitors a look at geology,
ecology, and human history of

Q "\, the canyon. Minh’s guide is the
EQ; i first step in a plan to provide
o i interactive activities and

outreach materials for our visitors.

Volunteers Needed

Sign up for a fun-filled volunteer day at our Spring Fair and Art Festival.

. ]|
Have plenty © of Ap ril 9th—10th .;':teer shift
time t0 en)"?" Do children’s crafts, serve food, host Story- 1 p “Ipm ¢
o . . m-4.
the festivities: time, assist on Nature hikes, lot’s of fun 4:30pm

tasks to do!! To volunteer, call 714 649-2760
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Feathered Friends CSI: Critter Scene Investigation

New at Tucker, Letters To My
Feathered Friendss an inspiring
collection of beautifully presented
bird photographs and poetry by
author Tim Stanley. Nearly all of
the birds in this volume can be

Wildlife forensics involves the investigation of
crimes against wildlife resources, such as hunting of
endangered species, or determining what happened
during a wildlife encounter. Much of the work of a
forensic wildlife scientist consists of identifying the
species involved from the feathers, tracks, scat or

found in Orange County. What a | other signs left behind.

wonderful book to bring along on your next Tucker will be using some CSI style forensics in

hiking or birding adventure! our Outdoor Education Program. CSIs (Critter
Scene Investigators) will receive an introduction to

Spring Delights wildlife observation that will provide them with the

basics of recognizing tracks, scat, and other signs of
wildlife activity. Tucker staff will recreate a scene
and participants will use their new-found knowledge
to determine the story behind the evidence. Visitors
will observe the scene, gather evidence, create a list
of suspects and piece together clues that will help
them solve a wildlife puzzle.

Tucker’s greenhouse is all set for this years’
hummingbird migration with lots of sages ready
to plant in your backyard gar-
den. These colorful, fragrant
plants, available in one gallon
pots, will attract any of the six
species of hummingbirds that
migrate through the southland.
Plant several and soon you’ll
delight in the acrobatic antics
of your hummingbird visitors.

FEATURED VISITOR

American Robin Turdus migratorius
These common birds are found across the continent in parks, fields,

gardens, and lawns, as well as moist woodlands, tundra, swamps, forest
edges, scrub lands, and forests regenerating after fires or logging.
Although they can be sighted occasionally in Modjeska Canyon, spring
invites the American Robin to enjoy the moist canyon where berry-
producing trees and shrubs provide food resources and nesting sites.
Look for lots of Robins to start showing up in March-April. &

American Robins are widely known for foraging worms in lawns, but also for their beautiful songs that
are heard in the morning, dusk, rainy days, and even twilight. Ground cover is very important to these birds
and they enjoy all scrubs, trees, and bushes as they forage for food on the ground. By adding native plants
to your garden, you can help Robins by providing them valuable resources for food.




Hawks and Eagles Soar at Tucker

Tucker staff has welcomed an increase in private
giving each of the last three years. As our progress on
designing new public and student programs proceeds,
visitors, neighbors and alumni have shown their support
by becoming Tucker Members. This quarter, Supporters
Steven & Francesca Duff and Don Walton offered their
continued assistance by renewing their annual Golden
Eagle Memberships. Red-tailed Hawk and Golden Eagle
donations, $500 and $1,000 respectively, allows us to
provide hands-on activities to visiting K-6 students, expand
college-level research opportunities, and host programming
for public visitors.

Join Don, Steven and Francesca and show your support.
Membership levels start at just $25.

California Quail (Seniors/Students) $25
Anna’s Hummingbird (Individual) $40

Acorn Woodpecker (Family) $75
American Kestrel (Premium) $100
Red-tailed Hawk (Contributor) $500
Golden Eagle (Supporter ) $1,000

Visit www.tuckerwildlife.org for more information.

Western Digital Grants $5,500

For the second year in a row, the Western Digital
Foundation has granted Tucker support for our Outdoor
Education Program. Tucker was a recipient of WD’s 2011
employee giving program. In selecting recipients, WD’s
committee looks for programs that have a significant
effect on local youths. This $5,500 grant from WD will go
to support our busing scholarship program for low-income
schools. The scholarship fund pays for buses so that Title
1 schools, those with 50% of their students on a free or
reduced price lunch program, can bring their classes to
Tucker for outdoor education. Additionally, the grant will
pay for supplies and materials for our Science Laboratory.

Thank you WD for your continued support!
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A Members get free admission to the
2011 Spring Fair and Art Festival.
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A Member Chip Cook hosts Storytime at
recent event.

z Low-income students participate in
Tucker’'s Outdoor

Educa
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APRIL 19th, 20th, & 21st 9am-4pm

Free Guided Tours at 11:30am each day! Join us for a free guided tour led by
our Park Naturalists. Learn about Benjamin and Dorothy Tucker, our research
and programs, local habitats and wildlife, observe birds and visit our Natural
Science Center.

“Daily Life” of Local Native Americans ($5.00)
Tuesday, April 19th at 2:00 pm Pre-registration required

alfedr Qories of what life was like for local Native Americans.
See tools, weapons, musical instruments, and other artifacts.

Beginning “Birding” Walk & Talk ($5.00)
Wednesday, April 20th at 9:00am Pre-registration required

Join our Naturalist as we teach you about basic birding techniques.
Learn to identify local birds using binoculars and a field guide.

“Go Wild” - Understanding Local Wildlife ($5.00)
Thursday, April 21st at 2:00 pm Pre-registration required

Meet some of our animal ambassadors and learn about wildlife
adaptations. Spot scat and tracks that can help indentify animals.

Call 714 649-2760 to Pre-register
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