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Thoughts of mild weather beckons  So when a severe winter storm hit
tourists to Southern California each Orange County in midDecember many
year. Visitors and residents alike people were quite surprised by the
enjoy an average low temperatureof i nt ensi ty of the stor
50° and an average high temperatureinPi neappl e EXpr esso s
the middle 70s. This comfortable rangessult of an unusually high level of
of temperature is caused by our coastalmospheric moisture coming from
location. The temperature of the localaround the Hawaiian Islands.
ocean water varies little. Wind across From December 19th to the 23rd,
the water picks up moisture and coolsnearly 22 inches of rain fell on Santiago
inland airflows. This marine moisture Pe ak, Or ange Countyos
provides relatively high humidity so The storm caused landslides in the burn
air temperature in the region remains areas, bringing tons of debris and mud
moderate year around. This explains down into the canyons. Creeks swelled
why our native habitats are not desertand overflowed their banks, causing
even though we get a deskke enough damage to prompt the Governor
amount of r ai nf altbddeclaselnState of Enexgencyper y e
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Volunteers and staff work
to remove debris left behin
. by the December flood. -
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Sunday, December T9saw steady rain that caused
water levels to rise in the creek, enough so that Monday
the Modjeska Canyon Fire Department suggested we
evacuate the facility. By Tuesday night all canyon roads
were closediue to damage from mud and debris. Staff
members were allowed back in on Wednesday to prepare
for even more rain on Thursday. =

The aftermath of the storm kept Tucker staff from : -
returning to work until Friday. During severe storms,
creek flows often overbank, turning Modjeska Canyon
Road into a second riverbed. Orange County Public
Works staff worked diligently to clear a path through the
debris and mud piled high in the streets. Staff and a few
hardy volunteers were finally able to wind their way to the
back of the canyon and clean up efforts began in earnest.

With a wedding scheduled in just three short weeks,
we had to set a mighty pace for shoveling tons of mud and
debris from the grounds. The work also included stacking
nearly 1,000 sandbags, removing downed trees, rebuilding
trails, draining the ponds, and washing nearly everything
in sight! We were fortunate to have several volunteers
offer their help over the next two weeks. Chip, Colin,
Bruce, AnnaMarie, Clarice, Don, Christine, Mike, and
Danellewor ked many |1 ong hard h
staff. Substantial donations from both Anacal Engineering
and Don Walton lifted everyone's spirit as the work went
on. And Don W. also kept us well supplied with donuts!

All'in all, despite the hard work, Tucker fared very
well. The facility suffered only minor structural damage to
the bridge railing. The grounds were dug out from under
the mud; the benches, fences and buildings were cleaned
up and we were back open to the public in just three
weeks. The wedding party was thrilled with the results of
all the hard work. Some of the guests said the Sanctuary

Yy Modj eska Canyon Road ar
entrance buried under mud.

z The trails b\ecame rivers of(qmd! me
ou.r & al on gt S | e
washed away complétely.

ucker

never looked better. The wedding day was a great successg4 ' , = o
Tucker staff is extremely grateful to the volunteers who 55, ) :
helped us recover from the December 2010 flood. y Volunteers help with the cleaup.
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